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Catherine Elizabeth Maguire was born on January 19, 1910, the second
of the six children of Thomas J. and Winifred Soraghan Maguire. Sorrows
and financial difficulties as well as her own intellectual brilliance
made Catherine very mature and responsible from early childhood. She taught
herself to read before going to school, excelled in her classes consistently
from the First Grade on, read and wrote constantly, and after graduating
from St. Cecilia's parochial school, won scholarships to St. Catherine's
Academy and then to Mount St. Vincent College from which she graduated
summa cum laude, She had two articles of literary criticism published in
learned journals even as an undergraduate, Obviously, she could have had
an outstanding literary career. Blanche Mary Kelly, a graduate of Kenwood
and a distinguished professor of English at Mount St, Vincent, put her in
touch with Mother Dammann and introduced her to the writings of Mother

Stuart. In the five years after shé graduated from college, Catherine

 earned a Master's degree at Columbia University, taught, and gradually
became more sure of her vocation to the Society.

She entered at Kenwood in February, 1936. Mother Ursula Benziger
appreciated her intelligence and maturity and the very considerable sacri-
fice she had made in entering religious life. Throughout her 1life she was
quiet and shy, observant of life around her, and faithful to her religious
obligations. As a teacher she expended her energies on class preparation,
on keeping up with developments in her field, and occasionally doing some
original writing (in prose or verse) when time allowed. She took her doc-
torate at Fordham University,k her dissertation being on Piers Ploughman.
The one break in her thirty years of college teaching, first at Manhattan-
ville and then at Newton, occurred in 1965-66 when she received grants for
research from two learned societies and visited Oxford, Louvain and Rome.

Despite Sister Maguire's reticence and tendency to seek solitude, she
exerted a powerful influence on those who came to know her well, Some of
her students spoke of her as the most important intellectual influence in
their lives and others have said that it was her religious dedication that
made the most lasting impression on them. Her friends among the faculty
members greatly admired her scholarship and her dedication to her religious
life. It was certainly through her fidelity to her duties that she made her
greatest contribution to the educational mission of the Society.

She retired to Kenwood in 1991 and contributed in her own way to the
Pax Christi community. Later, her mental powers began to fail, but in the
last couple of months of her life she began to read to a group of elderly
Sisters, thought that she was teaching classes again, and shared her own
enthusiasm with her "students," She died very peacefully on January 5, 1998,




Seven Words and a Rocke

It Is so territfyingly easy te talk in blefl}udcs about
womenj and though, as Janet Erskine Stvart cavtions vus, we have
platitudes always with vs, It is all but eriminal to add unneces-
sarily to the!r.number. But It seems a devil-and-the~deep-seca
choice between platitudes and nonsense, Reams and reams of ro-
mantic nonsthse have been written about womeny nonsense that is
still nonsense, though It traces women in Shakespeare, and women
in Shelley, and women in the Roman martyrology; for 1t is crys-
tally clear to the least observant eye that it is not what woman
has been which counts, but what woman ought to bes And in this
modern world of ours It Is not so easy as It seems, especially
tor the eduvcated woman In whom our primary Interest lies, to say
she must be thus~and-so,

Otten souls are lead to model themselves too minutely uvpon
some cximplar, and the result has been constraint, suttering, vl=-
timate impotence, and final decay. Individuval exlistences, with
their special gitts and powers must not be sacrificed in the pro~
cess of perfection, God Is our only true Model, and theretfore fhefc
are fundamental br!nclplcs, divine, vunchanging, rooted in the nature
ot woman, which form the foundation for the structure of her per=-
fection In any agej; but 1t is not all unchanging., |t belongs to
living things to undergo moditications What 1s completely Immu~
table Is deads So In persomality, the strongest are those which

which can challenge the currents of circumstances and adapt them-
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selves to new conditlions, and at the same time keep a strong hold
on the unchanging identity which underlies all modifications So
In seeking to outline what woman ought to be, the eyes of our mind
must be focussed on the modern woman, on the woman who, in the chaos
and carelessness of our sceptical century can set the stage for
her cavse of canonlization,

In this consideration, without any intention of presenting
a model, but merely for the sake of authority, it is illuminating
to Investigate the lite and work and maxims of Janet Erskine Stu=
art, quoted above on the matter ot platitudes, a modern woman her-
self, the former Superior-General of the Religlous ot the Sacred
Heart, who dlcfias lately as 1913, She was eminently equipped to
understand the problems The daughter of an Angllican clergyman, she
was converted to Catholicism in her twenty-first year, atter pass-
ing through all the intensely harrowing, and mentally agonized
stages of scepticism and unbeliet., A woman ot superb intellectval

" of two men and a halt,"

endowment, said to have had the brain
she was confronted with the age-old and perpetuvally new problem of
the intellectual "™ equality " of man and woman and‘thc similarity
or dissimilarity of thelr adjustment to contemporary conditions,
An educator of girls all her life, her paramount preoccupation was
the formation ot the ideal Cathollic woman,

The three polnts of contact with modern lite established
by her enactment of these three roles make her deserving of atten-
t1on when she undertakes to epitomize the 1deal woman, &s she does
in the seven words:

" In selt-contrel,

And comeliness, and quiet mirth = "
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There 1s, perhaps, more than colnc!denceﬂthai the summary
consists of seven words, & circumstance with a divine precedent;
for as the Seven Words outlined with traglic beauty the s?age§ of
mystical lite, so Mother S¥uart's words, with & nice precision,
divide the aspects of the ideal womans The tact that she herselt
was the Ilvlﬁg counterpart ot her expressed ideals, makes it all
the simpler to appreciate her theory.

The most important, the most all-embrecing, and the most

tundamental quality is placed, with correct emphasis, first -

" =« in self=-control, " she says, which lies in quiet of mind and

$irmness of wills, It sounds simple enough, and even superticial
enough, but 1t Is so vital to the conduct of life that no price

is too great to pay for the acquiring of the habite It Is so In-
QIspcnnabic thet no kind of duty can be well done without it and

no action is too small In which to practise its |t plumbs the
depths of every faculty, every instinct, every emotlion, every course
ot conducty and i1ts application may be divided, as the application
of every orthodox principle may safely be divided, into three re-
lations: a woman's duty to God; her duty te herseltf In relation

to Godj and her duty to her neighbor in relation to God.

A woman's duty to God is, essentially, of course, the same
today as It was long ago in Galllee or in Siena, and from that
knowledge must grow great " quiet of mind," for 1t gives values and
anchorage. Essentially it is this: The whole world Is on this
¢ide - all that Is best In 1t. God Is on the others "If thou wilt
have Me, thou must glve the others " All life 1s seeking and all
death is findings And In this seeking | to vse an analogy which
would have eppealed to Mother Stuart's gallant heart ) we must

" play up " to God, bear scratches and tumbles to be In ot the death,
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Our lite must be @ journey, glorious In taith and hppe and adher~-
ence to what we don't wunderstands Above all we must cherish a

true child's love for our Rather, & conviction | which escapes us

so otten ) that " His pattern is working beavtifully = ™ All this,
with our nature weakened by the fall, demands heroic self=contrel;
but a scli-cbntroqcvcn more painful lies often in the application

ot these principles to l1fes Here 1s where firmness of will enters,
In some instances, It may be necessary to check a flaming ardof. to
harness the Pegasus of spiritval aspliration to the humdrum of llfe

and duty, to preserve balance and harmony, the "

nothing too much,
of eternal proportions In other cases, and much more frequently
today, It may be the ftiercest of battles to choose God at the ex-
pense of the world - not In the sense of a consecration of life,
but in the sense of control of actlon, It 1s terrifically hard,
sometimes In the Iittlest things, %;? " Here stands God =~ there

pleasure - "

and to choose @ods In & world where all too often

God and pleasure are diametrically opposed, 1t is the soul of Iron

who limtts her falls to the " seven times a day " of the just,
Here then 1s the foundation, rooted In selt-control, of the

" soul be~-

relation of a woman's soul with Gods 1| say a "woman's
cavse | belleve that a woman's spiritval problems are in great
measure her own, distinct from man's, Nor do | feel any lack of
proportion in devoting so much space to this single aspects It is
the foundation stones 1t Is all too frequently misunderstood or
lett uninterpretedy; and without it all else Is vaing

Next in the order of charity lies a woman's duty to herself

in relation to Godj and here we are embarrassed a little by the
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impossibility of dl}‘lncf division of our subjects We are trying
to illustrate self-control, the first of the qualities recommended
by Mother Stvart, by Interpreting It in relation to the three di=
visions of duty; but when we come to the second duty we are torced
to run ahead a I1ttle, and to say that a Voman's duty to herself 1s
the acquisition of that comeliness which Is the second quallty,.
Comeliness 1s defined as that which is sviteble, pleasing or
becominge What Is suitable to a woman ¥ The question leads lnivlfa-
bly to that distinction between man and woman, who, according to
Mother Stuart, " are Incommensurable, and differ not so much in
degree as In kind," - a distinction which, 1f acknowledged, would
silence innumerable senseless controversies, even among Catholics,
ot our age. The teminine glitts arclaf{ccilon, insight, tact, sym=-

L]

pathy, quick Intuition ("a woman's faculty, says Mother Stuart,

" and why not % Woman was the last step In creation, not man,
I¥f he has It he inherits It from his mothers " ) Hers should be
the spirtt of following which, St. Franclis de Sales says, Is God's

" not becavse they have not as good capacities

ordinance for women,
but beceuse God has willed it sos " Women's strength lies in humil-
ity, submission, reserve, holding back.

So much for the distinction; and the cultivation of the
qualities mentioned are more or less sat:ly guvaranteed to produce
the tdeal of comelinessy but this Is not deftinite enovghe Remem= |
bering always that what women need especlially is balance, propor=
tion, | feel that | am sounding no battle-cry of snobbery when |
say that education - & higher education - is essential to the ideal

woman, especlally todays At any time the ideal would be she who

had developed to the vtmost and directed to the highest end, all
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the natural as well as the supernatural capacities bestowed upon
her by God; and today when competition Is,rightly or wrongly, the
intorming spirit of all activity, when the urge for self-develop~
ment ts universal and occaslionally sbsurd, the necessity tor adap~-
tation requires that the Cathollc woman, too, actuvalize all her
better po!cnflal!flc}i If we are to be the " coal end ol " for
the Sun of the Firmament, we must be the best possible fuel we can
make ourselves,

But this " development ‘" should alm vltimately at the abil-
ity to judge wisely of persons and of thimgs, to distinguish be=-
tween the precious and the vile in literature, art, taste, conduct,
and mannerses The first three considerations are nbf exclusively
proper to womens, The ability to judge wisely is grounded In the
study of religlous and philosephic principles, and the thoughttful
habit of referring all things to these principless A similar study
and application confers a power of discrimination in art and ilter~
ature = a eryling need In a chaos of painted and printed prurlences
To an Incaelcvlable extent, In this matter, the tuture for good or
evil hangs on the influence of woman, who Invading the public lists
ot ertistic creailoﬁ and appreciation, dare not forget that here too
she Is the guardian of purlty, the instrument of elevations No
proper or worbhwhile work In these flelds Is accomplished by a woman
unless she stays & woman, here as elsewhere, and does a woman's
work.

In taste, conduct and manners, we come down to - or rather
rise to = a conslideration which Is essentially feminine, and one
which, for all 1ts social value, has also a high spiritual signi-

ficances In a revelation made to a lay=sister in the Society of
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fhe Sacred Heart, Our lord Instructed her in propriety and de-
corum of behavio#s" for, as Mother Stuart comments , " no outward
movement, no cxprésslon of countenance, no dfi!fude,.no ges ture,
especially 14 habltual, 1s of indifterence, " Conduect and manners
above all things demend the ¢x¢rc!%:of selt-control, and attention
and consideration for otherss What 1s almed at Is simplicity,
whieh 1s " conduct without pose, wlithout even the carelessness which
is a minor pose of its owny simplicity which is the oviward ex-
pression of Inward truth and of contentedness to be what one really
Isg security In the pra%Cscd assurance of knowing what to dos "
For 1h|s)perpefial watchfulness Is necessary, to restrain all selt-
ish fendénclcs. It makes, Indeed, the very sternest demands on
selt~contrel, but here as always 3

"Freedom 1s the end of all restraint,

As vines are bound to raise them from the dust."”

These are woman's dutles to herselt, duties whose ramifica=
tions are in principle riglid, but in application disturbingly
elastic, depending vltimately on the interpretation of sttvation and
the demands of the hours

Thirdly there is woman's duty te her nelighbor In relation
to God = her duty to her family, to her friends, to those with whom
she comes In contact, with whom she works, to socliety in general,
The general principle Is that the Tdeal woman shouvuld be ready tor
every good work, according to the opporfunlffcs of her positions

But this will speedily sink into a lifeless humanitarianism it we

torget that our duty to our neighbor Is In rebation to Gody that

the duty 1s a spirituval one and should be approached in a spirituvel

way. Remembering the inevitability of the influence ot soul on




soul, our message to others In word and act should be the deep

intaken breath of prayer, glven back as the sound of a voice car-
rying its gitt from Gods Our duty to our neighbor is for God,and
should be carried on with Gods The Catholic woman should hold 1t
@ sacred and & solemn duty to create about her a Catholic atmos-

phere, permco}ed with the presence ot God which Invests even com=
mon things with a sense of something great and good beyond thems

an afmosphercl of assurance, and confidence, and joy, and relliance

on a power and love unseen but not untelts, The Catholic woman, too,

should cherish the spl;lf of selt=-sacritices For the sake of her
sense of values, she must often see others go before her and take
the prizes the world can offer,

But again fﬁls Is generality and must be applied; by the
teacher, for instance, who.hoidgrfhe souls of children In her hands
and must be awake to her responsibilityy by the mother, with her
duties, physical and spiritval, to her faomily, with her sublime
vocation of keeping souls In trust for heaven, For these two es-
pecially the Catholic atmosphere and spirit of prayer are vitally
necessary; but even casval acquaintances may be helped and drawn
to good by the contemplation of a woman's personal virtue, personal
loyalty to an ideals, A sobering reftlection here Is the fact that
it is Impossible fo.do our duty to our neighbor unless we have
$#irst been mindful of that to God and ourselvesy that the soerial
responsiblility, though third in the order of charity, requires
greater preparation then the higher duties,

What a stupendous field for selt-control |

But just as this contrel penetrates every phase of a woman's

ltfe, so too does that last quality, " quiet mirth, " Humor 1s, as



